
Copyright 2008.  All content on this document are the property of Red River Press Inc. / English-Avenue.com.  Photocopying, and 
distribution of this document may only be done in accordance of English-Avenue.com membership terms

Let’s Learn About 

astronauts

Did you know...??
?

?

?

?



Copyright 2008.  All content on this document are the property of Red River Press Inc. / English-Avenue.com.  Photocopying, and 
distribution of this document may only be done in accordance of English-Avenue.com membership terms

Let’s Learn About 

astronauts

Did you know...??
?

?

?

?



LetÕs read about astronauts.
Did you know that astronauts grow in space? Their spines stretch  
because there is no gravity.  Astronauts shrink back 
to regular size on earth. Most of their training  is 
done on earth. They learn what space feels like on a 
special training airplane. Astronauts nicknamed this 
plane the "vomit  comet." It drops down very fast for 
30 seconds. In a real space ship, astronauts only 
feel sick for a few days. Working in space is a lot like 
working in water. The word astronaut means "star 
sailor ." Astronauts in training swim in a large pool in 
their space suits and running shoes. There are lots 
of different jobs in space. Some astronauts are pilots 
and some are scientists. Others are space walkers. 
Astronauts from around the world work on the 
International  space station (ISS). 
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LetÕs think about astronauts.  
1. What does it feel like in space?

2. How do astronauts train for their job?
3. What different jobs do astronauts have in space?

Do you know these words? 
Look up each word in your dictionary. Try to use them in a sentence. 

1. gravity (noun) ____________________________________________________________. 

2. spine (noun) _____________________________________________________________.

3. stretch (verb) ____________________________________________________________.

4. shrink (verb) _____________________________________________________________.

5. international (adjective) __________________________________________________.

Did you know...??
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So what do you know about astronauts?

1. What happens to an astronaut's body in space?

_________________________________________________________________

2. Name two places where astronauts train.

_________________________________________________________________

3. What is the Òvomit cometÓ?

_________________________________________________________________

4. What does the word "astronaut" mean?

_________________________________________________________________

5. What types of jobs do astronauts have in space?

_________________________________________________________________

BONUS QUESTION: 

Can you guess what Yuri Malenchenko did on the International Space 

Station? 

quit his job

got married

ate a McDonaldÕs burger

wrote a book

Did you know...??
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Jumble Time

Directions: Read the clues and try to unscramble the words. Then, gather up 
all of the bold letters. Can you unscramble the mystery word to complete the 
sentence?

    
1. There is none of this in space. _______________________ (vitragy)

2. Get smaller. _______________________ (inksrh)

3. Involves the whole world. _______________________ (tenirantionla)

4. Bones in a person's back. _______________________ (sinpe)

5. Make your body bigger. _______________________ (ttrechs)

It takes about 8.5 minutes for astronauts to reach _____________________. 

True or False

Directions: Circle T for true or F for false. 

    
1. Astronauts shrink in space.        T / F

2. The International Space Station is only for American astronauts.   T / F

3. People sometimes vomit when they feel sick.      T / F

4. A sailor works in the skies.         T / F

5. Before you start a job you get special training.     T / F

Did you know...??
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Russian
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Did you know that...

?

Mighty Maze 

Now write the full question.  ________________________________________________________?

called

astronaut

Did you know...??
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TeacherÕs Notes

Other interesting facts about asronauts: 
1. Since November, 2000, there has always been a crew of astronauts at the International Space 

Station.  
2. Astronauts hopped on the moon. The moon has some gravity, but not as much as earth. It was easier 

to hop than walk.
3. Exercise is important in space. Astronauts have to move their muscles every day in space. 
4. Astronauts sleep in special sleeping bags that stop them from floating.
5. In 2004, Leroy Chiao became the first American astronaut to vote for a President in space. 

Comprehension Answers:

1. An astronaut's spine grows in space. 
2. Astronauts train in airplanes and swimming pools.
3. The vomit comet is a special plane that helps astronauts feel like they are in space.
4. The word "astronaut" means star sailor.
5. Astronauts have lots of jobs. They can be pilots, scientists, or space walkers. 

Bonus Question answer: He got married. (His wife was in Texas standing beside a cardboard cutout of 
him. The marriage ceremony took place via satellite.)

Jumble Time

Answers:
1. gravity
2. shrink
3. international
4. spine
5. stretch
Mystery word: space

True of False
Answers: 1-F,    2-F,    3-T,    4-F,    5-T

Mighty Maze

Did you know that: a Russian astronaut is called a cosmonaut?

Did you know...??
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